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Global Hope Network International (GHNI), a Swiss NGO, has invited Oliver 
to bring the Footnotes Reach Program to the most remote and disaster 
stricken places on the planet.  Footnotes has proved so effective, it is now 
being integrated into a tool for helping the poorest of the poor, as part of their 
Transformational Community Development Program (TCD).

As their Director of Learning Transformation, Oliver West will be the Global 
Footnotes Reach Program Coordinator at GHNI. Combining his teaching 
methods and experience of leading and coordinating projects, Oliver delivers 
support directly in the field, as well as giving staff training and attending events 
as a public speaker for GHNI.

In this capacity, Oliver has begun to take his strategies into a number of 
locations affected by the spreading humanitarian crisis in countries surrounding 
Syria. The training that Footnotes provides has been requested in response to 
overwhelming needs at many levels, not least the mounting erosion of hope 
and sense of place. With so many challenges across displaced families and 
communities, releasing Footnotes strategies into the various situations faced 
in this area will empower individuals no matter their age or present status. This 
will be done by equipping people with tools for relief assessment, reconciliation, 
entrepreneurship, learning strategies, memory management, community 
planning, communication, and aspiration realising and raising.

Oliver has now returned from his first visit in November 2013. Whilst he was 
there he spoke at a Leaders’ Conference in Jordan, relating to the needs of 
the area. This was an amazing opportunity to connect with people who came 
from a vast array of backgrounds. Attendees hailed both from neighbouring 
regions, such as Kurdistan, and those further a field, including an NGO based 
in Korea. Many of the delegates were personally affected by displacement and 
war; some arriving late, held up by fighting, others not making it at all due to 
complications with border restrictions. Yet amidst it all, there was strong sense 
of unity, as people from all sides of the conflicts lay down their nations agendas 
to seek peace and humanitarian aid. Indeed, everyone present commented 
on the power of this atmosphere and was surprised by how much had been 
achieved in that short space of time because of it.
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Into this mix Footnotes offered a tool that works very effectively in planning 
disaster relief, taking a non-linear, multilayered approach to needs assessment. 
As Oliver shared the programme and helped delegates to use the system, 
what came back to him was an enhanced and developed understanding of 
uses for the grid. New ideas and contexts were added to the ever-growing 
portfolio of Footnotes modules. 

At one point, Oliver had the opportunity to take Footnotes into a refugee 
orphanage near the conference, and was reminded of the simple power of 
the grid. With almost no translation, they were able to fully grasp the tool 
and use it in very significant ways. It took some time for the boys to feel safe 
committing pictures to a page, but once they did many images and ideas 
were generated. They were drawing grids of hopes and dreams, eager to keep 
sharing now they had the means to express themselves. Oliver visited other 
refugee homes and camps, and was impacted by the many lives he saw being 
rebuilt, sometimes just one brick at a time.

Whilst in the region, Oliver also travelled extensively through Israel and the 
occupied territories, working with professionals in social care, health and 
government and with refugee officials. He trained and worked with them in 
local settings, demonstrating to the various teams how Footnotes can be 
deployed quickly and effectively.  In every instance they were amazed at the 
results and he receive countless invitations to return with further training. 
As well as offering support to the immediate needs that result from the effects 
of war, Oliver was also taking his strategies into deeper rooted struggles that 
exist in some of the under resourced rural settings. For example a family with 
eight children, five of whom are deaf and dumb, with have no framework 
for non-verbal communication; or the child with some form of undiagnosed 
learning difference being controlled by a purpose made whip. In each of these 
situations, and many others, a radical difference was seen in an incredible 
short space of time.  

It is partly this rapid and low cost impact that makes Footnotes a unique 
project, and the reason it is so important in the face of such vast need. It 
has potential to change many lives, offering lifelong enabling strategies that 
support in both the short and the long term.

ContaCt Us:

0044 (0) 7773 521820

oliver.west@ghni.org

http://globalhopenetwork.org

www.oliverwestfootnotes.com

“This is a very new thing for me. It’s 
the first time I’ve translated sentences 
to pictures… I translated what’s in my 
mind and in my heart and in my feelings 
to drawing… I think it’s a good, amazing 
thing, that makes you understand 
yourself better.” 

Ari is from Kurdistan in the north of Iraq, 
where he leads a humanitarian project 
and is a senior figure in his area. From 
the age of four he lived surrounded 
by fighting and bombs. He had never 
drawn before and the grid he produced 
demonstrated his lifelong desire for 
a quiet life away from the city and 
explosions. On his return, Ari plans to 
share the Footnotes technique far and 
wide. 
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What next?
There will be follow on support and visits put in place as GHNI always aims 
to offer continued input. None of the above is possible without the financial 
support of partners big and small and Oliver is incredibly grateful for the 
donations that made his first trip possible. Off the back of that success, he is 
now seeking partners for his next visit, planned in early spring 2014, as well as 
long-term support. Both one time gifts and on going pledges are vital to the 
success of the project.

The knowledge transfer of Footnotes to policy makers and community project 
leaders, as well as those living in need, will ensure that the program is delivered 
with sustainable and long-term effect. The goal is to offer support alongside 
communities, ensuring long-term sustainability and community-centred 
initiatives. As a communication tool that can be used by anyone, Footnotes 
also offers the distinct ability to co-manage grassroots regeneration projects 
with individuals in the community of need, regardless of literate ability.

As with the work of standalone Footnotes Reach projects, funding support is 
invited for this project. GHNI maintains a policy of not initiating a project until 
funds have been secured, to ensure its sustainability in helping those people in 
need. As Learning Transformation Projects require more than one visit, GHNI 
invites individuals and companies to consider GHNI Learning Transformation 
Projects as their charity of the year. GHNI and Oliver also welcome individuals 
to join them in the field, to bring their own experiences and expertise to specific 
projects. 

The need for financial support is immediate, so we hope that you will be able to 
partner with Oliver in response to this urgent request. Those of you considering 
making a substantial donation and/or sponsorship, and wish to know more 
details please contact oliver@oliverwestfootnotes.com.

To donate now please use the following link to make a direct payment:
http://donate.ghni.org/category-s/1821.htm. If you have a problem making a 
payment through GHNI please see the temporary payment option on the left.

Many thanks.

Oliver West

HSBC
Sort Code: 40-44-34
Account number: 31781685
Account name: Footnotes 
Reach Project
International account number: 
GB27MILD40443431781685
Branch code: MIDLGB2160H

Payment option:

“Please consider partnering 
with me - making a difference 
together.” 
Thank You - Oliver West

mailto:oliver%40oliverwestfootnotes.com?subject=
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